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11:50 am - 12:15 pm | Coffee Break 

 

12:15 pm - 1:45 pm | Room 18 | ECCS - Executive Council Conference Series 

 

Authors Meet Critics: Critical Conversations in Transnational Italian Studies 
 

Co-organizers and moderators: Serena Bassi (Yale University), Loredana Polezzi (Stony Brook University), Giulia 

Riccò (University of Michigan) 

 

Second part of the AAIS Giornata di Studio that took place online on 3/29/2024 "Critical Conversations in 

Transnational Italian Studies." This roundtable will run as follows: six speakers will give five minute flash talks 

responding to the special issue’s critical intervention and simultaneously outlining their own vision for a more 

transnational, more inclusive, and more diverse Italian Studies. After the short position papers, we will open the 

floor hoping to instigate a debate on the kind of critical changes we need to reimagine Italian Studies in North 

American higher education and beyond. The special issue "Critical Issues in Transnational Italian Studies" is 

available for free. See link on the online program on the AAIS website. 

 

John Gennari (Univerity of Vermont), Kombola Ramadhani Mussa (Cardiff University), Gaoheng Zhang 

(University of British Columbia), Caterina Romeo (Università La Sapienza), Neelam Srivastava (Newcastle 

University), Rob Rushing (UCLA) 
 

1:45 pm - 2:45 pm | LUNCH BREAK 

 
  

AATSI AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 

Room 18 I R10 I Roundtable: Transition @ 60: The Black in the Mediterranean Blue 

Chair: Alessandra Di Maio (Universita di Palermo) 

Alessandra Di Maio (Universita di Palermo); Gabriella Ghermandi (writer, performer); Pap Khouma (writer, 

journalist); Gabriella Kuruvilla (painter, writer); Giovanna Bellesia (Smith College) 

Room 13 I P65 I The Wate[Y. Mediterranean 

Description: 

As Franco Cassano claims, to "enter the sea" points towards an existential and epistemological domain, where 

"there is an ancient wisdom, the hint of possibilities of a different era." In Mediterranean Studies, conventional 

scholarly attention has been focused on the exchanges of goods, people, and human settlements. This "ground" 

positionality demonstrates that the conceptual experience of place and space in Western culture often takes the 

Earth as the point of departure. Many scholars have recently reminded us that the uninhabited seawater evokes 

more than just death and a sense of unconsciousness, also indicating a radical ground of knowledge production. 

Organizer: Qian Liu (University of Michigan) 

Chair: Marta Cariello (Universita degli Studi della Campania) 

Stefano Muneroni (University of Alberta) 

Mediterranean thinking in contemporary Italian drama 

Qian Liu (University of Michigan) 

Seascape epistemology and the ethical paradox of refugee narratives 

Marta Cariello (Universita degli Studi della Campania Luigi Vanvitelli) 

Mapping negative space: Crossings in the deeper blue. 

■ 
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AATSI AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 

Room 4 I P66 I Periodici deg~Reriodici durante ii Risorgimento 

Description: 

Nel corso dell'Ottocento molti intellettuali, spesso coinvolti nelle reti dell'associazionismo segreto, abbandonano la 

propria terra natia per contribuire al processo di unif1cazione nazionale. II loro impegno si concretizza grazie ai 

mezzi dell'editoria periodica, che trova un terreno fecondo Oltralpe e nelle aree della penisola meno soggette alla 

censura. II panel intende indagare l'attivita di chi, trovando ospitalita in riviste o fondandone, si batte affinche l'idea 

di Italia non resti soltanto una «comunita immaginata» (Anderson 1983). Si dara spazio ad interventi che, anche da 

una prospettiva transnazionale, facciano luce su autori o periodici che abbiano avuto un ruolo chiave nel processo 

risorgimentale. 

Chair: Marco Borrelli (Universita degli Studi di Napoli) 

Sofie Barthels (Universite libre de Bruxelles, Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique - FNRS) 

'Maria Maddalena' (186 7) o f'incontro di due patrioti in esifio. Vicende di una tragedia di Krystyn Ostrowski e Giuseppe 

Ricciardi 

Rainer Maria Ceci (Universita degli Studi Roma Tre) 

Un esu/e lombardo in Piemonte: pratiche umoristiche di G. A. Cesana net 'Pasquino' 

Marco Borrelli (Universita degli Studi di Napoli L'.Orientale) 

Perun Risorgimento giacobino. Le esperienze di Tenca e Buonarroti 

Room 51 P67 I Transnational Italian Comics Studies 

Description: 

Transnational Italian Comics Studies is a thriving subfield in Transnational and Transcultural Italian Studies 

(Comberiati and Spadaro, 2023; Spadaro, 2023). This panel aims to take forward some emerging research questions 

in the field by foregrounding different methodological perspectives to shed light on authors, characters, productions 

and readers of transnational Italian comics. The panel will discuss in particular the intersection of classic semiotic 

approaches in Comics Studies with a Transnational Comics Studies framework (Galofaro) and the development of 

transatlantic (comics) cultures in the 20th and 21st century through the narrative themes of migration (Pallone) and 

girlhood (Di Martino). 

Chair: Daniele Comberiati (Universite de Montpellier Ill Paul Valery) 

Francesco Garofalo (Universita di Milano) 

Transnational superheroines. A semiotic analysis of Milo Manara's and Sara Pichelli's works 

Matteo Pallone (Universita del Piemonte Orientale) 

From Dick Fu/mine to Nick Falco: First and second generation migrants in Italian popular comics 

Silvia Vari (University of Warwick) 

'Playful' journeys: Analysing the gamification of migrant experiences in Italian comics 

Room 10 I P68 I Imagining NaRles in Italian Literature and Culture Across Centuries 2 

Description: 

This panel considers how Naples - a vibrant urban center - has been portrayed and reimagined by Neapolitans, 

Italians, and even foreigners, from Petrarch to the contemporary rapper Geolier. Through an analysis of cinema, 

literature, and popular music, these papers reconsider the terms of the Southern Question and Italy in its global and 

multicultural context. 

Organizers: Ciro lncoronato (Duke University) & Alyssa Granacki (Colby College) 

Chair: Alyssa Granacki (Colby College) 

Ruth Glynn (University of Bristol) 

Reimagining Naples: Cinematic adaptation as cultural memory of the Allied occupation 

Demetria Antolini (Ohio State University) 

'Nun e Napule,' or is it? Global influences and local traditions in the Naples of Manetti Bros 

Francesco Samarini (Dickinson College) 

A Neapolitan music Renaissance? 

■ 
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AATSI AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 

Room 11 I P69 I A Hundred Years of Goliarda Sa1:1ienza: New Critical A1:11:1roaches 2 

Description: 

The artistic trajectory of Italian novelist Goliarda Sapienza (1924-1996) has only recently begun to stir academic 

attention despite the author's long literary career throughout the 20th century. As we mark the centenary of Goliarda 

Sapienza's birth (1924-2024), questions persist about the posthumous success of t:arte def/a gioia and its author's 

other intellectual and literary contributions. This panel features papers on new critical approaches to Sapienza's 

works (including, but not limited to, feminist theories, gender studies, literary and reception theory, and autofiction) 

to shed light on a still relatively unknown author outside of the academic community. 

Chair: Beatrice Basile (University of Pennsylvania) 

Giulio Genovese (Bryn Mawr College) 

The Dante function in Goliarda Sapienza's t:arte de/la gioia 

Maria Morelli (University of London) 

Family by choice: Kinship and ethics of care in Goliarda Sapienza's t:arte de/la gioia 

Rebecca Walker (Trinity College Dublin) 

Secular selfhood and the sacredness of the other in Sapienza's t:universita di Rebibbia and Le certezze def dubbio 

Room 6&7 l..filll Roundtable: PedagQgies of the Italian Chivalric Romance Egic 

Chair: Eric Nicholson (New York University Florence) 

Laura Benedetti (Georgetown University); Corrado Confalonieri (Universita di Parma); Kate Driscoll (Duke University); 

Julia Hairston (University of California, Rome Study Center); Emilio Russo (Universita La Spaienza, Roma); Luca 

Zipoli (Bryn Mawr College) 

Room 14 I P70 IJ1gjy's "Subversive Seventies" and the Archive 3 

Description: 

In this four-panel series, scholars of literature, film, theatre & performance, historians and art historians share their 

pioneering approaches to the 1970s in Italy. In The Subversive Seventies, Micheal Hardt refigures Italy's anni della 

contestazione as a laboratory in which students, workers, the unemployed, feminists and queer liberationists 

challenged societal structures by intertwining politics, theory, and aesthetics. In this panel series, we explore this 

Italian laboratory and interrogate the making of a new imagination fusing together avant-garde aesthetics, identity 

politics and class unrest. Specifically, the panel series asks how the archives we work with as scholars are created 

and studied. 

Organizer: Serena Bassi (Yale University) 

Chair: Giulia Sbaffi (New York University) 

Jonathan Mullins (Ohio State University) 

Atmosphere as method: Re-thinking Leftist life in 7970s Italy 

Matthew Zundel (Miami University) 

Revolutionary bodies: Austerity, affect, and perversion between Luciano Parinetto and the PC/ 

Serena Bassi (Yale University) 

Queer Marxism? Lea Melandri, Elvio Fachinelli and the undercommons 

Virginia Niri (Universita di Modena e Reggio Emilia) 

Valorizzazione reciproca de/la personalita degli sfruttati: ii metodo def/a parola nell'attivita terapeutica popolare 

Room 15 I R12 I Roundtable: Why Teach Fascism's Cultural Heritage and the Italian Resistance Today..J. 

Chair: Daniele Biffanti (Northwestern University) 

Selena Daly (University College London); Franco Baldasso (Bard College); Charles Leavitt (University of Notre Dame) 

■ 
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2:45 pm – 5:15 pm | Room 18 | Writer’s Assembly 

 
Ubah Cristina Ali Farah, Gabriella Ghermandi, Gabriella Kuruvilla, Espérance Hakuzwimana, Djarah Kan, and Shirin 

Ramzanali Fazel, in conversation. 
 

Respondent: Angelica Pesarini, University of Toronto 

Moderator: Emily Antenucci, Vassar College 
 

4:15 pm – 4:40 pm | Coffee Break 
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AATSI AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 

Room 16 I P71 I Divagrafie - le scritture delle attrici italiane. 

Description: 

Come hanno dimostrato gli studi sul divismo, dalle origini a oggi le dive dello schermo si sono cimentate con la 

pratica della scrittura, attraverso le narrazioni del se - autobiografie, memoir o diari pubblici - ma anche romanzi o 

raccolte poetiche. II panel presenta, attraverso diversi casi di studio e un focus sulle possibili metodologie legate 

alle Digital Humanities, ii progetto di ricerca DaMA - Drawing a Map of Italian Actresses in Writing - che esplora con 

un approccio transdisciplinare la produzione di scrittura delle attrici italiane, attraverso un corpus finora mappato di 

circa 100 testi. 

Chair: Anna Paparcone (Bucknell University) 

Lucia Cardone (Universita di Sassari) and Chiara Tognolotti (Universita di Pisa) 

Sfrontatezza e malinconia. Dec/inazioni de/la femme fatale nelle scritture di se di Doris Duranti e Isa Miranda 

Beatrice Seligardi (Universita di Sassari) 

Lo spazio de/la personaggia minore. I ruo/i attoriali di Goliarda Sapienza tra pagina e schermo 

Anna Masecchia (Universita di Napoli) 

II personale e politico: Isabella Rossellini star cosmopo/ita 

Giulia Simi (Universita di Sassari) 

Tassonomie di liberta: esperienze di digital humanities per /'ana/isi dei testi autobiografici de/le attrici italiane 

Room 4 I P72 I CorresRondances and Education between Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries 

Amedeo Arena (Universita degli Studi di Napoli Federico II) 

More than words: Unveiling a deeper correspondence between Gaetano Filangieri and Benjamin Franklin 

Carmela Panarello (Independent Scholar) 

L.:editoria scolastica in Firenze capitale 

Room 6&7 I R13 I Roundtable: The Ball Into the Net and Over the Net: Soccer and Tennis in the Italian Film and 

Television Narrative 

Chair: Gius Gargiulo (Universite Paris Nanterre) 

Gius Gargiulo (Universite Paris Nanterre); Christian UVA (Universita Roma Tre); Vito Zagarrio (independent scholar) 

Room 5 I P73 I Leaving the CitY. Behind: NaRles in the Works of Modern Authors 

Description: 

The panel explores the ways (emotional, physical, professionally, and politically) in which leaving behinf the city of 

one's youth, affects the characters in the novels examined. 

Chair: Pina Palma (Southern Connecticut State University) 

Lee Foust (Sant'Anna Institute) 

Anna Maria Ortese's Citta Borbonica 

Bernardo Piciche (Virginia Commonwealth University) 

In principio ci fu uno strappo: Erri De Luca tra padre e patria 

Pina Palma (Southern Connecticut State University) 

Finding meanings in rejection: Ferrante's days of abandonment 

■ 
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 7:00 pm | Gala Dinner 

 
  

AATSI AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 

Room 11 I P74 I In ricordo di Fausta Cialente (1898-1994). 

Description: 

A discussion of Fausta Cialente's works and legacy, thirty years after the author's death. 

Chair: Laura Benedetti (Georgetown University) 

Emmanuela Carbe (Universita di Siena) 

Forme brevi ne/la narrativa di Fausta Cialente 

Andrea Gialloreto (Universita degli Studi Gabriele D'Annunzio - Chieti/Pescara) 

Le fughe di Natalia. Segreti e ricordi nel romanzo d'esordio di Fausta Cialente 

Arianna Fagnani (University of Pennsylvania) 

Walking the city. Identity and mobility in Fausta Cialente's Egyptian narratives 

Stefano Giannini (Syracuse University) 

lmmagini d'ltalia e figure de/la nostalgia nella narrativa di Fausta Cialente 

Room 141 R14 I Roundtable: Rethinking "Le Origini": Poet[Y. Across Borders in Medieval SicilY. 

Chair: Karla Mallette (University of Michigan) 

Nicola Carpentieri (University of Padua); Alessia Carrai (University of Padua); Giacomo Corazzol (University of 

Padua); Alessandro De Blasi (University of Padua); Bianca Facchini (University of Padua) 

Room 16 I P75 IJ1.gjY.'s "Subversive Seventies" and the Archive 4 

Description: 

In this four-panel series, scholars of literature, film, theatre & performance, historians and art historians share their 

pioneering approaches to the 1970s in Italy. In The Subversive Seventies, Micheal Hardt refigures Italy's anni de/la 

contestazione as a laboratory in which students, workers, the unemployed, feminists and queer liberationists 

challenged societal structures by intertwining politics, theory, and aesthetics. In this panel series, we explore this 

Italian laboratory and interrogate the making of a new imagination fusing together avant-garde aesthetics, identity 

politics and class unrest. Specifically, the panel series asks how the archives we work with as scholars are created 

and studied. 

Organizer: Serena Bassi (Yale University) 

Chair: Virginia Niri (Universita di Modena e Reggio Emilia) 

Catia Papa (Universita della Tuscia) 

Atomo attento arriva ii Movimento: Donne, nuc/eare, ambiente (1977-1981) 

Giulia Sbaffi (New York University) 

Frammentate emersioni impreviste: 1982 and the Long 1970s 

Lucas Ramos (Columbia University) 

The Holy War of the Homosexuals: Queer activism, sexual Liberalism, and the battle against religion in 1970s Italy 

Room 15 I R15 I Roundtable: WhY. Teach Fascism's Cultural Heritage and the Italian Resistance Today_l 

Chair: Franco Baldasso (Bard College) 

Marco Codebo (Long Island University); Hannah Malone (University of Groningen); Daniele Biffanti (Northwestern 

University) 

■ 
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AATSI 

Room 41 P76 I..Queer Southern Crossingtl 

Description: 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 

As analysed by various scholars (Dickie 1999; Moe 2006; Schneider 1998), the Italian Unification in the nineteenth 

century heightened a process of othering regarding the Mezzogiorno, relegating it to a role of subalternity compared 

to the more 'advanced' and 'modern' North. Following the footsteps of Franco Cassano's Southern Thought (2012), 

today there is an epistemological change regarding the South and its representations (Ferrante 2019; Polizzi 2022), 

one that in particular involves forms of non-normative gender identities and sexual orientations across different 

cultural forms. The sessions explore a variety of perspectives, exploring the intersection between queerness, 

Southern Italy, and other elements. 

Organizers: Alice Parrinello (University of Oxford) & Valentina Amenta (Universita La Sapienza, Roma) 

Chair: Alice Parrinello (University of Oxford) 

Michael Tortorella (Independent Scholar) 

Meridionalita contemporanee: riprendere decisionalita sui nostri territori per autodeterminare i nostri corpi 

Francesca Romana Ammaturo (London Metropolitan) 

Conceptualising meridian sexualities in Southern Italy: Theoretical and methodological challenges 

Room 5 I P77I ViaggiQ,_RaesaggiQ, romanzo 1 

Description: 

«Bisogna riconoscere - scriveva Montale in un saggio del 1961 - che oggi ii viaggio inteso come esperienza di vita 

non esiste piu». Apparentemente muovendosi sulla falsariga del Levi-Strauss di Tristi tropici (la prima edizione 

italiana e dell'anno precedente), Montale riflette sulla «fine dei viaggi» e, con passaggio immediato, sul destino 

stesso dell'arte: quella pittorica, nella quale ii paesaggio ha perso ormai la sua unita per esplodere, con Kokoshka e 

Morandi, in una rappresentazione di frammenti. L'.evoluzione - o meglio degenerazione - tocca pero soprattutto la 

forma romanzo e, commenta Montale, oggi ii viaggio di formazione di Wilhelm Meister sarebbe inconcepibile. E 

tuttavia, a sei decenni di distanza, le analisi di Levi-Strauss e Montale (tra i molti) sembrano da rivedere, correggere 

e arricchire: ii legame tra viaggio, rappresentazione del paesaggio e romanzo, soprattutto nelle sue forme ibride, 

sembra infatti oggi saldissimo, tanto da poter pensare al racconto di viaggio come epitome del genere. Basti 

pensare ad autori quali Bruce Chatwin, Geoff Dyer in area anglosassone, a Giorgio Vasta, Tommaso Pincio, Antonio 

Franchini in Italia, e molti altri. 

II panel si focalizza sulla letteratura italiana contemporanea e si propone di indagare ii legame tra viaggio, romanzo 

e paesaggio in tutte le sue forme. 

Organizers: Dalila Colucci (Universita di Siviglia) & Raffaello Palumbo Mosca (Universita di Torino) 

Chair: Raffaello Palumbo Mosca (Universita di Torino) 

Dalila Colucci (Universita di Siviglia) 

Viaggio, paesaggio, carotaggio: ii romanzo di Palermo di Giorgio Vasta da Spaesamento a Come in sogno 

Lorenzo Marchese (Universita di Palermo) 

Viaggi de/la disconoscenza nella Sicilia novecentesca: Bonaviri e Cattafi 

Elena Grazioli (Universita Statale di Milano) 

Dal viaggio in Italia di Piovene al paesaggio urbano de/ boom di Petrignani e Lupo 

■ 
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AATSI AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 

Room 6&71 P78 I Elemental Politics: Poetics of Skies and Seas 1 

Description: 

Elements like water and air are so all-encompassing as to elude territorial boundaries, extending well beyond the 

borders of any one nation-state. And yet, water and air, sky and sea, are integral to political and poetic imaginations. 

How do we attend to the material and symbolic aspects of these elements, beyond colonial fictions and fantasies of 

mastery? What are the effects of such fictions and fantasies on these elemental bodies, and how might water and 

air elude or resist capture by them? How does an elemental politics emerge from within Italian national culture and 

undermine its many violent enclosures and transgressions? 

Chair: Rebecca Falkoff (Univeristy of Texas, Austin) 

Akash Kumar (University of California, Berkeley) 

Virgil's ocean: An elemental approach to Dante's imperial guide 

Roberto Ferrini (Yale University) 

«Di la dal capo». Sea boundaries and shipwreck in Verga's I Malavoglia 

Federica Soddu (Rutgers University) 

Rain, sand, and bombs. Sardinia's continuing borders in the Trilogy of Bustianu'and Servitu Militari 

Daria Kozhanova (Duke University) 

From the postcolonial shoreline: Sea's waves and translation in the Black Mediterranean 

Room 18 I R16 I Roundtable: Global and Transnational Issues lm[lacting..!!filY. 

Chair: Eve Darian-Smith (University of California Irvine) 

Eve Darian-Smith and Philip C. McCarty (University of California Irvine); Colleen C. Myles (Texas State University); 

Chiara Feliciani and Sandra Cavaliere (Graduate Institute of Geneva); Costanza Paolillo (New York University) 

Room 14 I P79 I EarlY. Modern Ex[leriences 

Chair: Julie Robarts (University of Melbourne and European University Institute) 

Marilyn Migiel (Cornell University) 

What Veronica Franco learned from Ovid 

Julie Robarts (University of Melbourne and European University Institute) 

Sexual slander of male members of the Academia deg/i Unisoni, and a newly identified print defense of Barbara Strozzi 

(1619-1677) 

Cristina Perissinotto (University of Ottawa) 

Utopian thought in Italy between Renaissance and Counterreformation 

Room 1 5 I PB0 11 luoghi della [lOesia 3 

Description: 

Following the recent publication of the co-edited issue of Rivista di studi italiani entirely devoted to poetry and the 

environment, this panel aims to extend the conversation to the luoghi della poesia, namely the spaces, places, 

territories, habitats, and landscapes of poetry-geographical, typographical, imaginary, and virtual. Poetry's visceral 

rootedness in the world-or, equally significant, its stubborn vagrancy and its being out of joint with time and place­

is too often overlooked. This panel features contributions about poetry and its intersections with or across the 

following areas: Environment, geography, academia, education, the publishing world, translation, the typed or 

handwritten page, digital platforms and experimentation, technology, film, photography, theater, music, sound, noise, 

reproduction, place, space, wilderness, and imaginary landscapes. 

Organizer: Serena Ferrando (Arizona State University) 

Chair: Alessio Giovene (Florida Atlantic University) 

Mariagiorgia Ulbar (University of Malaga) 

Residuo, deriva, vuoto, bosco: /'esplorazione creativa ed ecologica nella lettura e ricezione di poesia 

Serena Ferrando (Arizona State University) 

Spiagge, tronchi d'albero, scrivanie e versi: poesia tra l'umano e ii nonumano 

Alessio Giovene (Florida Atlantic University) 

'Poetically Man Dwells:' A spatial interpretation of Giovanni Raboni's poems 

Sophia Cartwright (Arizona State University) 

The whole Springtime: Violence in love's garden 

■ 
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Program continues on the next page. . . 

 

AATSI AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 

Room 16 I P81 I Cultivating Sacred Vision: BodY.-Mind Practices and Devotional Art in EarlY. Renaissance ltalY. 

Sponsored by the Italian Art Society 

Description: 

Recent scholarship has turned to examinations of the role of the body and its senses in the reception and use of art. 

In this panel, three papers examine ways that body-mind practices shaped and were shaped by the devotional art of 

early Renaissance Italy. All three papers concern art made for religious orders, where traditional monastic ideals 

tended toward a distrust of the body as a site of sin. With the rise of the mendicant orders and within a late 

medieval culture of religious reforms, the body instead became viewed as an appropriate site where the physical 

allowed for connection to the spiritual. These three studies examine various facets of this turn, from the way art and 

the body were used in tandem, to the idea of poverty and its physical effects, to iconographic innovations intended 

to encourage new ways of seeing God. 

Chair: Holly Flora {Tulane University) 

Rebekah Compton {College of Charleston) 

The ascetic body: Alignment and composure in art for the Camaldolese order 

Holly Flora {Tulane University) 

Franciscan poverty and the body in illustrated Manuscripts of Bonaventure's Legenda Maior 

Allie Terry-Fritsch {Bowling Green State University) 

Fra Angelico's Last Judgment and visual touch 

Room 10 I P82 I Barogue 'Hauntologies' 

Description: 

The panel addresses the resurgence of baroque tropes in Italian art, music, and literature, with a special emphasis 

on spectral manifestation and a rhetoric of the trace. By drawing on Derrida's definition of hauntology, the panel will 

illustrate how ghosts can take the form of apparitions, auditory echoes, or literary perceptions. 

Chair: Alessandro Giardino {St. Lawrence University) 

Italy Sapir {Universite du Quebec a Montreal) 

Around the fatal instant: Seventeenth-century art haunted by deaths 

Eugenio Refmi {New York University) 

Reading (an) Aria, or, an exploration of Baroque memories through sound 

Marcella Salvi {St. Lawrence University) 

Echoes across time: Neapolitan spectres in Caravaggio's literary legacy 

Room 13 I R17 I Roundtable: Mediterraneans 

Chair: Claudio Fogu {University of California, Santa Barbara) 

Claudio Fogu {University of California, Santa Barbara); Benedetta Cutolo {The Graduate Center - CUNY); Lorenzo 

Rinelli {Temple University Rome) 
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Room 4 I P83 I.Queer Southern Crossings 2 

Description: 

As analysed by various scholars (Dickie 1999; Moe 2006; Schneider 1998), the Italian Unification in the nineteenth 

century heightened a process of othering regarding the Mezzogiorno, relegating it to a role of subalternity compared 

to the more 'advanced' and 'modern' North. Following the footsteps of Franco Cassano's Southern Thought (2012), 

today there is an epistemological change regarding the South and its representations (Ferrante 2019; Polizzi 2022), 

one that in particular involves forms of non-normative gender identities and sexual orientations across different 

cultural forms. The sessions explore a variety of perspectives, exploring the intersection between queerness, 

Southern Italy, and other elements. 

Organizers: Alice Parrinello (University of Oxford) & Valentina Amenta (Universita La Sapienza, Roma) 

Chair: Francesca Romana Ammaturo (London Metropolitan University) 

Giusi Russo {Montgomery County Community College) 

'Fiatnam: Vietnam, and queering Italian internal colonialism 

Claudia Karagoz (Saint Louis University) 

Unbound: Waterscapes in Christiana de Caldas Brito's writing 

Valentina Amenta (Universita La Sapienza, Roma) 

Transfeminist and Queer Southern Thought: Mapping Political Impulses in Italy 

Alice Parrinello (University of Oxford) 

Fluid temporality: Queerness and the sea in Emma Dante's Misericordia (2023) 

Room 5 I P84 I ViaggiQ,JiaesaggiQ, romanzo 2 

Description: 

«Bisogna riconoscere - scriveva Montale in un saggio del 1961 - che oggi ii viaggio inteso come esperienza di vita 

non esiste piu». Apparentemente muovendosi sulla falsariga del Levi-Strauss di Tristi tropici (la prima edizione 

italiana e dell'anno precedente), Montale riflette sulla «fine dei viaggi» e, con passaggio immediato, sul destino 

stesso dell'arte: quella pittorica, nella quale ii paesaggio ha perso ormai la sua unita per esplodere, con Kokoshka e 

Morandi, in una rappresentazione di frammenti. l.'.evoluzione - o meglio degenerazione - tocca pero soprattutto la 

forma romanzo e, commenta Montale, oggi ii viaggio di formazione di Wilhelm Meister sarebbe inconcepibile. E 

tuttavia, a sei decenni di distanza, le analisi di Levi-Strauss e Montale (tra i molti) sembrano da rivedere, correggere 

e arricchire: ii legame tra viaggio, rappresentazione del paesaggio e romanzo, soprattutto nelle sue forme ibride, 

sembra infatti oggi saldissimo, tanto da peter pensare al racconto di viaggio come epitome del genere. Basti 

pensare ad autori quali Bruce Chatwin, Geoff Dyer in area anglosassone, a Giorgio Vasta, Tommaso Pincio, Antonio 

Franchini in Italia, e molti altri. 

II panel si focalizza sulla letteratura italiana contemporanea e si propone di indagare ii legame tra viaggio, romanzo 

e paesaggio in tutte le sue forme. 

Organizers: Dalila Colucci (Universita di Siviglia) & Raffaello Palumbo Mosca (Universita di Torino) 

Chair: Dalila Colucci (Universita di Siviglia) 

Leonarda Trapassi (Universita di Siviglia) 

Viaggio e 'libri d'esperienza': /'Africa di Maria Rosa Cutrufelli 

Raffaello Palumbo Mosca (Universita di Torino) 

Evoluzione dei viaggi e evoluzione def romanzo: una riflessione 

Emanuele Broccio (Universita di Siviglia) 

Da Moravia a Latronica e Linke: rappresentazioni letterarie dell'Africa tra ieri e oggi 

Room 11 I PBS I Elemental Politics: Poetics of Skies and Seas 2 

Description: 

Elements like water and air are so all-encompassing as to elude territorial boundaries, extending well beyond the 

borders of any one nation-state. And yet, water and air, sky and sea, are integral to political and poetic imaginations. 

How do we attend to the material and symbolic aspects of these elements, beyond colonial fictions and fantasies of 

mastery? What are the effects of such fictions and fantasies on these elemental bodies, and how might water and 

air elude or resist capture by them? How does an elemental politics emerge from within Italian national culture and 

undermine its many violent enclosures and transgressions? 

Chair: Rhiannon Welch (University of California, Berkeley) 

Claudia Lombardo (University of North Carolina) 

·corre sott'acqua, che ea/ta qualche spanna, una strada·: The marsh in Retablo (1987), elemental politics and 

underwater cultural routes in Sicily 

Nicole Trigg (University of California, Berkeley) 

Riding on an asteroid in 1980s Naples: The elemental feminist imaginary of Angela Putino 

Lydia Tuan (Yale University) 

Death by breath: The medium of air in the cinema of Michelangelo Frammartino 

Claudio Fogu (University of California, Santa Barbara) 

The oscillatory paradigm 
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Room 18 I R18 I Roundtable: Natalia Ginzburg's Global Legacies 

Co-chairs: Stiliana Milkova Rousseva (Oberlin College and Conservatory) and Saskia Ziolkowski (Duke University) 

Silvia Caserta (Licea Scientifico Statale Niccolo Copernico, Prato); Teresa Franco (Universita di Milano); Giovanna 

Faleschini Lerner (Franklin and Marshall College); Enrica Ferrara (Trinity College Dublin); Barbara Halla (Duke 

University) 

Room 14 I P86 I Theatre and Rhetoric in EarlY. Modern ltalY. 

Description: 

This panel discusses the many entanglements between theatre and rhetoric in early modern Italy. It tackles the 

subject from three innovative and complementary perspectives: the first paper reconstructs how the use of 

theatrical metaphors shaped Tesauro's revolutionary theory of rhetoric in // Cannocchiale Aristotelico. The second 

paper moves from theory to practice. It examines the oratory skills of professional actresses in early modern Italy 

and shows how they were successfully deployed in non-dramatic contexts. Finally, the last paper focuses on 

actresses' silent eloquence and advances the hypothesis that their mastery of rhetoric occasionally achieved a 

mockery of rhetoric itself. 

Organizer: Serena Laiena (University College Dublin) 

Chair: TBD 

Teodoro Katinis (Ghent University) 

Theatre as a rhetorical device in Emanuele Tesauro's II cannocchiale aristotelico (1670) 

Serena Laiena (University College Dublin) 

Orations, expositions, poems: Actresses' rhetoric beyond the stage 

Eric Nicholson (New York University Florence) 

"S'anco el/a tace, piu esprime, che parlando altri non face·: The silent eloquence of Commedia del/'arte 

actresses. Gestures, movements, and non-verbal expressions 

Room 1 5 I P87 I Dis-Placements and Re-Constructions 

Sponsored by the Women's Studies Caucus as well as the Critical Race, Diasporas, and Migrations Caucus 

Description: 

This panel presents a range of responses to dominant structures and conditions of violence and/or erasure against 

the impoverished, im/migrant, as well as against internally displaced or culturally minoritized peoples, based on 

race, class, gender, and sexuality. A question that relate to the analyses of creators' identities and works is as 

follows: How and why is the political and cultural essence of Italy as a nation-state (ltalianita) implicitly or explicitly 

gendered, classed, and racialized? 

Chair: Sonita Sarker {Macalester College) 

Erica Moretti (Fashion Institute ofTechnology, SUNY) 

Remembering Italian Libya: Narrating repatriations, expulsions, and the end of Empire 

Loredana Di Martino (University of San Diego) 

Building feminist solidarities across borders: The decolonial practices of Transnational Italian Feminism 

Room 16 I P88 I Between Postmodern and Post-Human: Bodily Visions and Visiona[Y. Bodies 

Description: 

This panel addresses any form of literature and cinema by authors and directors with either a postmodern or 

posthuman point of view which explore the intersection between body and vision. 

Orgnizers: loana Larco (University of Kentucky) & Matteo Benassi (University of Kentucky) 

Chair: Matteo Benassi (University of Kentucky) 

Valentina Graziuso (The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) 

«L.:lguana» di Anna Maria Ortese. ldentita postumana, ontologia relazionale e trascendenza 

Deion Dresser (University of Pennsylvania) 

Bodies in the 'Beyond:' Angela Putino's vision of corporeality in the age of massification 

Matteo Benassi {University of Kentucky) 

The post-human body in Gian Maria Annovi's poetic corpus: Autophagy and sadism 

loana Laree (University of Kentucky) 

Corporeal visions in Ferzan Ozpetek's «Napoli velata» 
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~ End of program ~ 
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